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Dear Families and Friends of St. Agnes,

I would like to wish each and every Faculty and Families of St.
Agnes a wonderful Christmas. We are sure it will be a time for

Jjoy, celebration and hope for the New Year to come.

Christmas once again returns. Christmas has become the most
Joytul season of all humanity without exception, which brings joy,
hope, and especially peace, which is becoming increasingly rare in

the world.

This year Christmas would be different for all of us. Now we face
this pandemic - Covid-19. It has caused much suffering to indi-
viduals, families, communities and nations. In the face of this
pandemic, our school is closed, we can no longer easily gather as
a school community and reach out to one another. Even though

our school is closed, God is close to us in our hearts and homes.

Despite all these difficulties, the word “Christmas” underscores
for us its profound Christian and spiritual significance:

Emmanuel — God in our midst. As Christians, we believe that in
good times and in bad, our God is not some distant deity, but one

who is with us during every twist and turn of life’s journey.

At this season, let each of us commit ourselves to celebrate the
‘God-with-us’ and become eager to accept God's revelation to us
in Christ with a good act of faith. So, let us make a commitment
to live the Christian life more effectively so that Child Jesus can
be alive in our hearts and homes and help us to experience the

Jjoy of salvation with each other.

Once again, I wish you, families and friends, a joyful Christmas
and a blessed New Year. May Christ Jesus, who was born in

Bethlehem, come to our hearts and transform each of us to be
more Christ-like and create a home for Him in our families and

our community.

With God's blessings
Fr. Johnson

Greetings Families-

The school year has begun like no other in our lives. We all
thought, when we ended the year in June, that normalcy would return
by August. Have you ever heard the phrase: If you want to make God
laugh, share your plans with him? This has never been more applicable
than now! We all know that God has a plan but sometimes we struggle
to understand what he has in mind.

Here’s what I know:
Our St. Agnes Community is amazing!

Our children have responded to the challenge

and are incredibly resilient;

Our parents have selflessly sacrificed their responsibilities
at work, lost sleep and shown wonderful appreciation toward
their child’s teacher;

Our teachers have shown immense fortitude, professionalism
and above all, put their students before themselves and their
own families.

The theme this year: “Stronger Together” says it all. Our
community has always been strong; however, we are even more connect-
ed this year. We have all shown immense courage to take this situation
on in full force. Parents have become teachers; students have adjusted to
a whole new way of learning and teachers have become extra creative in
their deliver of instruction. We have created and recreated a plan to
have on-campus learning when many other schools have not been able
to accomplish this task. Above all we are taking care of one another to
be safe and healthy. I am forever grateful for our community and wish
you all continued health, joy and faith!

Blessings,
Jill Lucia
With God nothing shall be impossible. Luke 1:37
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We at PACE hope this newsletter finds you well, in

Aelli ‘/”{y” Fl L - i 8 the year 20211 We understand how difficult the last
President s

several months have been for our school community,
Meghan Chisholm
Vico-President the state, the country and the world. We pray the
year 2021 brings a sense of normalcy to our children
L , and a sense of community back to our school. Dur-
ynda Levy 7
Secretary N : ing the long months of the pandemic, we have

worked to continue fundraising for our school. The

Mrs, Lacia £ entire PACE Board would like to thank everyone who
S AP (AT ' bought a pie, a wreath or a ticket to a virtual

/ event! While we haven't exactly put the "fun" in
ﬁ;’;’,”Z;” K’ZZ" fundraising during 2020, we hope 2021 allows us

| to eventually gather as a community and celebrate as
Rick Bello | | friends. We will continue to give the families of St.

Katrina Wilcockson N A e i | Agnes opportunities to support the school financially

Finance Chadirs :
and gather (at a distance) for the rest of the school

NG GG~ year. Please reach out if you have questions, ideas or
Jenny Miney RSB0 L SN . . . L .
Fundpaising Chairs are interested in participating more in PACE. All are

welcome.

Deanna Jee
David Feustel/
Publieity Chairs
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Rachelle Ageer aiie l We wish you health, safety and a Happy New Year!

Holly Joaguin
Soctal Chars

Ly Newton Thank you Mrs. Lucia, Mrs. Kelley, all the

Arista Sheldon
Volunteer Chairs

staff, faculty, Aides, volunteers, parents and
students. We are STRONGER TOGETHER!!!

Corinne Vspiael
Mike Maysedlle R\%3> 5
Spirit Wear Coopdinators 7 BE WELL, BE SAFE AND STAY STRONG!

Rachel Paco

2 e .
Rania Frej Bring on 2021

ST. AGNES CATHOLIC SCHOOL
2020 - 2021
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Now back on campus, our preschoolers and
kinders can slowly start to begin to enjoy all
of what St. Agnes has to offer them in a safe
and protected environment. Our children
had to quickly learn how to adapt and take
on a new style of learning, but they did! And
did a fabulous job! Once again, being
stronger together, we proved that we are

St. Agnes strong!

As our preschoolers and kinders started this year
with distant learning, they were making history.
The future of St. Agnes started their journey at
home, in front of computer screens, but with the
support from their teachers, Ms. Lucia and St.
Agnes community, our little ones were able to

overcome this challenge and persevere.
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“United Apart”. A phrase all too common for 2020.
The kids of St. Agnes define it! Instead of the black
top, our children took to the streets, trails and parks to
participate in the ever so popular Wheel-a-Thon!
Well...this year...the “remote” Wheel-a-Thon!

Our children’s resiliencl was spotlighted as they “rolled
on” their bikes, roller blades, skate boards, etc., to earn
money to offset the cost of supplies needed to re-open
to in-person learning. More importantly, it gave our
kids a chance to get out, epjoy the sun and smile.
Keep on trucking kids!! Great work!!

Fundraising for $200

And the answer is! COVID couldn’t stop us
from raising money for our community and
students! J holding a social distanci
costume and trivia party, P.A.C.E. found a
creative way for St. Agnes families and

parishioners to dress up and have fun in a
safe way! What a fun night by all!

er tasted sooo good! This new St. Agnes holiday
on exceeded our expectation as pies were ordered by the truck

load! Thank you to all who made this event as “sweet as pie”!

Oh Christmas Wreath

Another new event this year
was our Christmas \X/reath sale.
O . 4 This event was also a success as
2t NN e ; these beautiful wreaths brought
¥ warmth and cheer into our
homes for this holiday season.
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Yummy Dine Out

Partners of 2020

unprecedented year. Through virtual
dinner parties or a quick hello with a fellow
St. Agnes family member while picking up
oSEEOWNE, your take out order, these events not only GNES SCHOO
> - "1,1 earned us money, but gave us a sense of DINE AND DONATE

lﬁc”“”' togetherness. It also helped local businesses J a CK’S
icago Pizza J = -
through these very trying times. Thank you

to each and every restaurant who worked
with us this year!

3’8 | Since distant learning started in
8.2 | August, our kids have had the
i 3 pleasure of being greeted by
A Mrs. Lucia each morning for
2= prayer. Well this year, P.A.C.E.
thought it would be nice if the
students could “Gucci” Mrs.
Lucia’s background for prayer
and announcements. We asked
| the students to submit a drawing
that could act as Mrs. Lucia’s
background. We had eight
submissions and each was
featured on the morning Zoom
meetings. This was a huge
success. Thank you to all who

I'amthankful for being able to.play games online with m
friends when we cant be together in person.

for the next opportunity to share
your artistic side.
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It is not hard to see why the St. Agnes community is so strong and special. Many of our
children’s parents were once St. Agnes students themselves! Our alums send their kids to
St. Agnes so they too can share in the values, education and memories that the school and
church gave them. The support of our alumni is important to us and we thank each and every
one of you for what you did, and now, what you do for our community!
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2020 has been a tough year and we all could use a some cheer. No better way to
accomplish this than taking a drive down Candy Cane Lane!” The Christmas
spirit was strong at St. Agnes this year with treats, special gifts, sprirt wear and
the Contra Costa Fire Department!! And of course, who was there to spread the
cheer, Santa!! Such a fun and special day that brought warmth to our hearts.

§\\\\\% Ol// ;;Z/ Support St. Agnes Family Owned Businesses

4% The St. Agnes community and parishioners have
<D always proven that we are “Stronger Together”. No
<#> petter time than now to help support our St. Agnes

- ? Q\,'S family owned businesses. Help us support these
% \\%‘ businesses by letting them assist you with your
%03 p“Q, Ng needs. Visit and shop local businesses today.
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Murphey Construction
ViETNAMESE Tapras WitH A FreNcH Twist . .
Mary Totah Residential

Owner Remodels ¢ Additions * New Construction
(925) 6855705 1512 Locust Street » Walnut Creek, CA 94596

parmadelicatering@gmail.com T 925891.4790 925-408-6292
Raranslcenoent con www.vanessasbistro2.com email: DaneMurpheyBuilders.com

MurpheyBuilders.com Lic #1019952
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